ANAPHYLAXIS POLICY
Rationale:
 Anaphylaxis is an acute allergic reaction to certain food items and insect stings. The most common
allergens are nuts, eggs, cow’s milk and bee or other insect stings, and some medications. It can be
life threatening. In order for our school to provide a safe environment for the management of
anaphylaxis, our school will comply with Ministerial Order 706 and associated Guidelines and
amendments as provided by the Department of Education.
 Mildura West Primary School aims to provide a safe and healthy school environment that takes into
consideration the needs of all students, including those who may suffer from anaphylaxis
Policy
This policy applies to:
 All staff, including casual relief staff and volunteers
 All students who have been diagnosed with anaphylaxis, or who may require emergency treatment
for an anaphylactic reaction, and their parents and carers.
What is Anaphylaxis:
 Anaphylaxis is a severe and potentially life-threatening reaction to various foods or insect stings.
 Signs and symptoms of anaphylaxis include hives/rash, tingling in or around the mouth,
abdominal pain, vomiting or diarrhoea, facial swelling, cough or wheeze, difficulty breathing or
swallowing, loss of consciousness or collapse, or cessation of breathing.
 Anaphylaxis is best prevented by knowing and avoiding the allergens.
Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plans:
 All students at Mildura West Primary School who are diagnosed by a medical practitioner as being
at risk of suffering from an anaphylaxis reaction must have an individual Anaphylaxis Management
Plan. When notified of an anaphylaxis diagnosis, the Principal or delegate is responsible for
developing a plan with the student’s parents.
 Parents and carers are responsible for organising the ASCIA Action Plan, signed by the treating
medical professional, and with a current photo of their child to accompany the plan.
 Parents will immediately inform the school, in writing, if there is any relevant change in the
student’s medical condition and obtain an updated ACSCIA Action Plan.
 Parents of students who have an Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan requiring an autoinjector are responsible for ensuring an appropriate ‘in date’ auto-injector will be supplied to
school, which will be kept in the classroom, first aid room, or accompany the student on excursions
with their individual management plans etc as required.
 The Principal will ensure that an Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan is developed, in
consultation with the student’s parents, for any student who has been diagnosed by a Medical
Practitioner as being at risk of anaphylaxis.
 The Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan will include an ASCIA action plan completed by a
medical practitioner will be in place as soon as practicable after the student enrols, and where
possible, before their first day of school.
 Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plans will be kept in the First Aid room and in classrooms of
anaphylactic students. Identified school staff will then implement and monitor each student’s
Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan as appropriate.
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Review of Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan
A student’s Individual Anaphylaxis Management Plan will be reviewed and updated:
 On an annual basis
 As soon as practicable after the student has an anaphylactic reaction at school
 If the student’s medical condition (relating to allergy/anaphylaxis reaction) has changed
 When a student participates in an off-site activity, including camps and excursions or special events
such fetes and concerts.
Staff Training
 Ensuring a minimum of two staff are trained as School Anaphylaxis Supervisors as provided by
ASCIA. Training includes face-to-face anaphylaxis management training course in the last three
years, or an approved online anaphylaxis management training course in the last two years. (ie
ASCIA eTraining 22303VIC, 223300VIC or 10313NAT)
 All staff complete online ASCIA Anaphylaxis e-training every 2 years.
 All staff demonstrate the Correct Use of Adrenaline Auto-injector Device (Epipen) every 2 years.
 All staff are to participate in a briefing, to occur once per calendar year.
Risk Minimisation Strategies
To reduce the risk of a person suffering from an anaphylactic reaction at Mildura West Primary School,
we have put in place the following strategies:
 Maintain a register of any student identified as being at risk of anaphylaxis.
 Staff and students are regularly reminded to wash their hands after eating
 Students are discouraged from sharing food
 Rubbish bins at school are to remain covered with lids to reduce the risk of attracting insects
 School canteen staff are trained in appropriate food handling to reduce the risk of crosscontamination
 year groups will be informed of allergens that must be avoided in advance of class parties,
events or birthdays
 a general use Epipen will be stored in the first aid room for ease of access.
 First aid staff will contact parents if the Use-By date of the injector is close to expiration. The
school will also provide sufficient additional auto-injectors to complement those supplied by
parents.
 All ASCIA Anaphylaxis Action Response Posters will be displayed in the first aid room as
appropriate and will be provided to classrooms of anaphylactic students.
Please note that it is not the school’s policy to ban certain types of foods (eg: nuts) as it is not
practicable to do so, and is not a strategy recommended by the Department of Education or the Royal
Children’s Hospital. However, the school will request that parents do not send those items to school if
at all possible; and the school will reinforce the rules about not sharing food, and not eating foods that
parents have not provided or consented to.
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Emergency Response
In the event of a suspected Anaphylaxis reaction, the ASCIA Action Plan for Anaphylaxis will be
followed.
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Communication
Mildura West Primary School will ensure that all staff, including casual relief staff and volunteers are
aware of this policy.
This policy will be available on Mildura West Primary School’s website so that parents and other
members of the school community can easily access information for Mildura West Primary School’s
anaphylaxis management procedures.
The parents of students identified as being at risk of anaphylaxis will be provided with a copy of this
policy.
Policy Review and Approval:
Policy last reviewed:
Approved by:
Next scheduled review date (annual):

23/7/21
Anne Robinson
July 2022

